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END-OF-LIFE CHOICES LEGISLATION 

Statement by Minister for Health 

MR R.H. COOK (Kwinana — Minister for Health) [2.07 pm]: This year the Western Australian Parliament 
will consider landmark legislation on voluntary assisted dying and I rise today to provide an update to the house. 

In my role as Minister for Health I have appointed an expert panel, including senior palliative care physicians, 
a Queen’s Counsel, a law reform commissioner, community representatives, a former Chief Medical Officer and 
a former Chief Nurse for Western Australia. The expert panel is currently hard at work preparing to consult experts 
and the community. Following their consultation and deliberation they will provide a report to government that 
will inform the final bill to be introduced for debate in the second half of 2019. The bill that will be introduced 
will provide a rigorous process, with safeguards embedded to ensure that only those who meet the eligibility 
criteria and who are making an informed, voluntary and enduring decision will be able to access voluntary assisted 
dying. This bill is likely to raise deeply personal and difficult issues for members and I encourage all members of 
the house to proceed with compassion and care. 

The joint select committee received evidence of people experiencing profound suffering from advanced terminal 
illness. It was apparent to the committee that, even with the very best palliative care, people often suffer 
unnecessarily. We may hear many statistics during this debate of those who suffer at end of life, but it is important 
to remember that these people are more than just statistics, they represent real people with real pain. The 
government also recognises there is a need to continue to improve and develop palliative care services across the 
state. We have accepted all of the palliative care recommendations of the joint select committee. The Department 
of Health is currently developing a plan for increased education of community and health professionals, reviewing 
the palliative care service model and assessing current governance structures. 

This government is committed to working with the community and clinicians to improve and develop high-
quality care, systems and services for people at a time when they feel most vulnerable, with advancing illness 
and at end of life. This legislation will not be a question of choosing between voluntary assisted dying and 
palliative care. Palliative care will be strengthened and continue to be provided for those around end of life, 
whatever choices they make. 

Some form of voluntary assisted dying legislation exists in 14 jurisdictions around the world, including Victoria 
in Australia. Oregon has had a legal framework in place for 20 years. There is now ample evidence that it is 
possible to provide safe and compassionate legislation and it is time for us to do so. Voluntary assisted dying is 
not simply a medical issue; this is an issue for civic discussion. I ask all members to participate in this debate with 
civility, sincerity and compassion. 
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